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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed 5/5/2008 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

Regarding claim 14, the applicant submits that Misawa (US 7,1 36,1 02) does not 
involve an external communication device. Thus, the input of voice concurrently with 
imaging in the digital still camera of Misawa does not teach or suggest "communication 
of the continuous data by the communication portion for continuous data is capable of 
communicating concurrently with at least one of the data communication by the camera 
control interface portion and the data communication by the media interface portion.", 
Remarks, page 9, paragraph 2. However, the examiner respectfully disagrees. 

On the other hand, the combined voice and image data in a camera as described 
by Misawa in Fig. 3 and columns 5 and 6 is implemented in the camera 1 A or 1 B in the 
communication system 80A of Fig. 1 of Watanabe (US 7,027,084). With this 
implementation, the camera is now able to transmit /receive continuous data to/from an 
external device. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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Claims 14-16, 18, 20-23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Watanable (U.S. 7,027,084) in view of Yamagishi (U.S. 
6,327,001) and further in view of Misawa (U.S. Pat. 7,136,102). 

Regarding claim 14, Watanabe discloses an image processing apparatus (see 
Watanable, Fig. 1 and Fig. 3), comprising: 

a camera function portion (1 A) which includes a central processing unit (CPU 20) 
to control the entire image processing apparatus, an operating portion (15) to input an 
operation externally, an imaging portion (22) to photograph an image of a subject, a 
digital processing portion (25,26,27) to perform a digital processing to various signals 
including photographing data of said imaging portion, a displaying portion (9) to display 
image data processed by said digital processing portion, a communication function 
portion (29) house in said image processing apparatus or provided attachably and 
detachably on said main body of said image processing apparatus and configured to 
communicate with said external communication device (phone 40A), and a data storing 
portion (35) to store digital data which relates to said digital processing portion; 

a communication judging portion (inherent part) to judge whether or not a 
communication with an external communication device with respect to a signal from 
said external communication device is possible (Watanabe, Fig. 1, wherein the camera 
is designed to communicate with the external phone; therefore, it is necessary to check 
if connection is possible); 

a data communication portion (CPU 20 and communication interface 29) which 
carries out the communication with said external communication device (40) when it is 
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judged by said communication judging portion that the communication is possible, and 
transmits communication data, 

a control interface portion (CPU 20 and communication interface 29) to control 
said camera function portion using control data from said external communication 
device (Watanabe, Fig. 9, wherein frame number and resize instruction is sent), 

wherein the communication data with the external communication device (40A) 
include a media interface program (inherent part) to transmit data to and receive data 
from said digital processing portion (25-27) in said camera function portion (1A), a 
media interface portion (CPU 20 and communication interface 29) to carry out at least 
one of processing of digital processing data in said digital processing portion received at 
said external communication device and processing of transmitted data from said 
external communication device in the digital processing portion, using the control data 
from said external communication device, (Watanabe, Fig. 9, wherein with resize control 
signal, image data is resized), 

wherein the data communication portion (CPU 20 and communication interface 
29) includes a communication portion for continuous data to mutually transmit and 
receive continuous data between the image processing apparatus and said external 
communication device, (Watanabe, Fig1, Fig. 3 and Fig. 9, wherein re-size instruction 
and re-size image data are continuous data). 

However, Watanabe does not disclose 

a program to control said camera function portion from said external 
communication device to said external communication device, 
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On the other hand, Yamigishi discloses a program (program storing 50) to control 
camera function portion (200) from said external communication device to said external 
communication device (300), (see Yamagishi, Fig. 1, Fig. 14 and column 6 lines 53 to 
56, wherein a program describing how to operate the image pickup apparatus 200 is 
downloaded onto the image processing apparatus/portable phone). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to an artisan to combine the program as 
described by Yamagishi with the image processing apparatus as described by 
Watanable such that the program is transmitted the external device because such 
combination allows the imaging apparatus to be remotely controlled, resulting 
convenience for users. 

Watanabe and Yamigishi do not disclose 

the communication of the continuous data by the communication portion for 
continuous data is capable of communicating concurrently with at least one of the data 
communication by the camera control interface portion and the data communication by 
the media interface portion. 

On the hand, Misawa discloses 

the communication of the continuous data (voice data attached to image data) by 
the communication portion for continuous data is capable of communicating 
concurrently with at least one of the data communication by the camera control interface 
portion and the data communication by the media interface portion (Misawa, column 1 
lines 35-45, Fig. 1 , and Fig. 2, wherein image data and voice data are combined into 
one file). 
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Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to incorporate the combined voice and image data as 
described by Misawa into the imaging apparatus as described by Watanabe and 
Yamagishi such that voice data is transmitted to and received from an external device 
because such incorporation provides more information from the image environment 
when the combined voice and image data is play-backed. 

Regarding claim 15, as previously mentioned in the discussion of claim 14, 
Watanable, Yamagishi, and Misawa discloses all of the limitations of the parent claims. 
In addition, Watanabe discloses 

at least one of voice play back of voice data from said external communication 
device and playback display of the image data from said communication device is 
carried out, when it is at least judged by said communication judging portion that the 
communication is possible (Watanabe, Fig. 9, wherein image data is expand and 
display). 

Regarding claim 16, as previously mentioned in the discussion of claim 14, 
Watanable, Yamagishi, and Misawa discloses all of the limitations of the parent claims. 
In addition, Watanabe discloses 

the media interface program (inherent part) of the communication data with the 
external communication device transmits and receives data in said data storing portion 
(35) in the camera function portion (Watanabe, Fig. 3 and Fig. 9, wherein image data is 
stored in memory card 35 and buffer 33), and 
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wherein the media interface portion (CPU 20 and communication interface 29) of 
said data communication portion carries out at least one of readout of the data from said 
data storing portion and recording of the data to the data storing portion, using said 
control data from said external communication device, (see Watanable, Fig. 3, Fig. 7, 
and column 7 lines 54-57, wherein when in data receiving phase, camera 1A stored 
received image data into memory 35). 

said media interface portion includes means configured 

Regarding claim 18, as previously mentioned in the discussion of claim 16, 
Watanable, Yamagishi, and Misawa discloses all of the limitations of the parent claims. 
In addition, Misawa discloses 

said media interface portion (CPU 20 and communication interface 29) transmits 
the voice data stored in said data storing portion on the camera function portion to the 
external communication device (Misawa, Fig. 2, wherein image data and voice data are 
combined; therefore, they are transmitted at the same time). 

Regarding claim 20, as previously mentioned in the discussion of claim 16, 
Watanable, Yamagishi, and Misawa discloses all of the limitations of the parent claims. 
In addition, Watanabe discloses 

said media interface portion (CPU 20 and communication interface 29) includes 
means configured to resize the image data in said camera function portion of said 
image processing apparatus according to a resizing method based on control data 
transmitted from said external communication device and transmit the resized image 
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data to the external communication device (Watanabe, Fig. 9, wherein resized image is 
sent). 

Regarding claim 21, as previously mentioned in the discussion of claim 16, 
Watanable, Yamagishi, and Misawa discloses all of the limitations of the parent claims. 
In addition, Watanabe discloses 

said media interface portion includes means configured to receive symbol 
information created by using a function for creating the symbol information which 
includes characters provided in said external communication device and add the symbol 
information to a selected recording file of said data storing portion in said camera 
function portion(see Watanable, Fig. 1 1 , wherein phone number used for transmission 
and resize resolution generated by portable phone 40A is stored in header file of image 
data in 1A). 

Regarding claim 22, as previously mentioned in the discussion of claim 16, 
Watanable, Yamagishi, and Misawa discloses all of the limitations of the parent claims. 
In addition, Watanabe discloses 

said media interface portion further includes means configured to receive the 
symbol information which includes the characters provided in said external 
communication device to the image processing apparatus as image information which is 
utilized even in said camera function portion in the imaging apparatus (see Watanable, 
Fig. 1 and Fig. 9, wherein after portable phone transmits resize resolution for a selected 
image, image resolution is later on displayed on the camera 1 A with the selected 
image). 
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media interface portion further includes means configured to transmit information 
capable of selecting a method of selecting and specifying of a data file alternatively from 
a plurality of methods of the selecting and the specifying including a method of 
selectively specifying the data file by displaying an original file name of said data file on 
a displaying portion in said external communication device (40A) and a method of 
selectively specifying the data file by displaying the symbol information added to said 
data file on the display portion, when specifying the data file stored to said data storing 
portion which is in said camera function portion from said external communication 
device (see Watanable, Fig. 4, wherein selecting and specifying data file is performed 
on the basis of original file name). 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 17 and 19 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

The prior art of record neither anticipate nor renders obvious the limitation that 
voice data is transmitted from a portable phone to a camera and is recorded in camera 
memory. 

Conclusion 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See M PEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 
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A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Tuan H. Le whose telephone number is (571) 270-1 130. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-Th 7:30-5:00 F 7:30-4:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David L. Ometz can be reached on (571) 272-7593. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/David L. Ometz/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art 

Unit 2622 

/Tuan Le/ 



